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Group Healthos |

A American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP)"
policy statement to minimize the patient safety |
conseguences and public health impact by working
collaboratively to:

I develop models for patient-oriented medication disposal programs = -

that will minimize accidental poisoning, drug diversion, and potential -
environmental impact

| advocate that the pharmaceutical industry and regulatory bodies
support the development and implementation of such models, and

I educate health professionals, regulatory bodies, and the public
regarding safe disposal of unused home medications



Group Heal t hos

A Develop a medication disposal system within Group Health that is:
I Secure
i Affordable
I Reproducible
I Sustainable
I Meets all regulatory requirements
| Easy for our patients to use

A Remove medications from the home that have the potential for causmg
unintentional poisoning, overdose, or abuse






f
{1y

P




-~

Medication
Disposal Unit

What to do:

1. Gather your unwanted medications
and other approved items (see
list). Leave items in the original
containers. Mark out any personal
information if you wish.

2. Bring items to this phamacy. Deposit
into this medication disposal unit.
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Return YES

® Medication: prescription | J&
and over-the-counter _ o

® Medication samples

® Veterinary medications
® Vitamins
® Medicated

ointmenty/lotions
u Inhalers J @

® Liquid medication in glass
or leak-proof containers

For questions, please contact your phermaxcist.

=

Do not return NO
® Needles #

u Thermometers

® IV bags

# Bloody or infectious waste

® Personal care products

# Controlled substances
(narcotics)

® Hydrogen peroxide  |Wew=

® Empty containers

¥ Business waste

® Aerosol cans
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Medications and
the environment:
w hat you should know

Are medications present in the
environment?
Yes. They have been
found in waterways
and wastewata
chroughout the
United States.
Trace amounts

of medicatons

have also been found in fish.

How do medications get Into the
waterways and water supply?

Through direct disposal, by landfill garbage or
by flushing down sinks or toikets, and through
human and animal excretion of drugs.

Do wastewater treatment plants
remove all medications?

No. These plants remove bicdegradable
pollutants, but they cannot remove all
synthetic pollutants or medicatons.

How Is returned medication
disposad of?

The waste is properly disposed of at
regulated facilities in the U.S,

For the locations of particpating Safely dispose of unwanted
e i A medications at your
pharmacy customer service,
weekdays batween 8:30 am. to Gmup Health pha'maq
S p.m, at 1-800-245-7979 {toll-free).
o You can also view participating sites

on our Web site, wawav.ghc.org.

For more information on household
recycling and medication return, call
the Washington State Departmant
of Ecology’s Recycle Hotline at
1-800-RECYCLE (1-800-732-9253).
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This program is made possible by D
Sroup Health Cooperative s =
Sroup Health Community Foundaton ZEE
Intecagency Rescurce for Achienng Cooperation (IRAC) s
Local Hazardous Waste Management Program Ao 7’-’2

i King County Protect your family et
Snohomih County Solikd Wasts Management iy klon

Fact: Medication mistakes at home are the

Public Health -Seattle & King County S 5 -
Northrest Product Stoaardship Counal most common cause of accidental poisoning.
Washington Otizens for Resourcs Consenvation
Padfic NW Pollutson Praveation Resoutoe Cantar Protect the environment
Fuget Sound Acion Team - - e
Washington State it of Sossel and Vaaith Fact: Flushing or throwing away medications

SenAces—Aging and Disability Servces Adminktation puts our waterways and marine life at risk.

Washington State Department of Ecclogy
Washington Board of Pharmacy (Froject Aduisor)

Prirted oo 100%. poxt conmarer
wutte recy bod paper
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Number of Filled Buckets over time



